, 7 
bc npg 


The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, May 21. 1691. 


ueft. 3. Bat is the reafon of changing the Name of 
@ W your Athenian Gazette into she Name of 


Athenian Mercury ? 

Anjw, Gaza fignifies a Treafury, and therefore we re- 
ferve it fur the general Title of our Volumes, defigning 
to entit'e ’em the Athenian Gazette, or Cafuiflical Mercury: 
And Mercurins fignifying a Meflenger, ‘tis the more pro- 

r Title for the fingle Papers, which run about to Cof- 
fee houfes and elfewhere, to feck out Athenians, 

Queft. 2. What is the reafon tbat Some men are black, fome 
savony, and fome white in the fame Climate, as in India. 

An{w, We hall endeavour a fatisfaétion by fhewing the 
diverfity of Opinions about this matter, and by advancing 
an Hypothefis of our own, chargeable with as little abfur- 
dity as we can. Some have believed that Cains Mark was 
black, and therefore his Succeflors Colour might be al- 
ter’d from what Adams was, and fo by new Marriages 
and Intermixtures, the World might be diverfly colour- 
ed. Some fay Lots Daughters having upon their flight from 
Sodom an Idea of the Smoke and Flames they left behind 
them, might very probably in the act of Generation with 
their Father, fix a fimilitude of Colour upon Conception 
by the power of theit imaginary faculty: Some, that the 
nearnefs or diftance of the Sun may have an Effeét upon 
the Skin, as the Porsugueze are more tawny thanthe Er- 
glifo, or Northern Climates. We fhall give you one in- 
fiance more, and then lay down what we conceive to be 
the reafon. One Mr. Briggins, now a Captain ofa Pri- 
vateer, who is yet alive, and may be hear of at the Tow. 
er, mentions in his Journals, that they toucht upon an 
Ifland of Blacks near Bastam, where after they had dif- 
patcht their Merchantile Affairs, they were conduéted to 
the King’s Palace, who when he had ask them feveral 
Queftions about the Novelties they had met with, told 
them that he had-dneRarity in his Court, a white Child 
born of two of his Subjeét Blacks, that bad neither of 
*em fen’ a white’ Man or Woman in all their Lives, and 
then <aufed the Child to be brought forth, which in its 
Skin ( not its Phyfiognomy ) refembled a fair Englith 
Child. From which laft Example we: affirm, that ’tis 
more than barely probable that the firft change of Colours 
in Perfons came from fach an Inftance as this, and when 
fuch an Inftance happened, the news or fight of it would 
form an Idea in others, which in the Aét of Generation 
would have the fame Effeét, the Imaginary power being 
ftronger than the Generative, both in Women and other 
Creatures. We have frequent Examples of the firft, and 
want not fome in the laf, particularly in Ffacobs Policy of 
transferring Labans Flocks into his: fee Gen. 30. ¥. 37, 38, 
39. Now a Colour being once changed, it naturally fol'ows 
that Intermarriages, Tranfplantations, and Commixtures 
of fuch perfons muft preduce variety of Colours, though 
we muft allow a. great Caufe in the nearnefs or diftance 
of the Sun. 

Queft, 3. Wherber the Soul is born with the Body? 

Anfw, A Queftion much of this Nature was with great 
eagernefs difculs’d by the Theologick Profeflors of the 
Conimbrick Univerfity, vig. Whether a Man begets a Man, 
that is according to their meaning , begets the whole 
man, Body and Soul. Some argued that man did fupply 
matter, out of which man was made ; but this was con- 
futed, as limited only to fuccefive body, and backt with 
this Inftance, that he that finds matter for a Statue is 
not the Maker of that Statue, but the Artificer : Others, 
and with them moft Philofophers, aflerted that man be- 
pets aman, not only by fupplying matter for the body, 

ut by preparing that matter to receive the form, and fo 
by a kind of prolifick vertue to make the Phyfical Com- 
pofition of Bodyand Soul ; but this Opinion was at laft 
thus confuted, Preparation of matter isa Change of Qua-. 
dity, but Generation is no Change ; again, Generation is 


a fimple Aé&, not a mixt, Preparation goes through {: 
veral Changes. Others afferted man begets man, not by 
giving him Form, but by his feminal power, begetting 
the feniitive and vegetative Soul, but the defe&s of this 
appeared at firft fight, fince the rational Soul was want- 
ing, which the father muft communicate to beget a man, 
At laft all the Theological Difputants agreed, that man 
does trucly beget a man, although the Soul is created by 
God not becaufe he fupplies matter, or prepares the 
Body to receive the Soul, or becaufe he gets the vegeta- 
tive or fenfitive Soul of his Child, but becaufe when 
man generates there is that very Aétion in which the 
Rational Soul is fubftantially united to the Body or Mat. 
ter which informs and animates the whole’ Ma&,. This 
Confirms our Opinion of the Soul and Body being Coex- 
iftent : fee Numb, 1. Vol. 1. 

Queft. 4. If it be lawful for a man to marry bis Coren 
German ? 

Anfm. 1 could never fee any thing that lookt like folid 
Reafon to the contrary ; the Civil Law reaches not the cafe ; 
the Canon Law, or Pontifical Decretals’tis true are ftrié 
enough in the matter, for by this Craft ’tis notorious that 
they get their living, but for that I hope we have done 
with‘t, though I‘m pretty confident the awe and fear we 
Senerally find upon the minds of men in relation to this 
matter, draws its original from the cuftoms of Popery, 
which permitted not fuch Marriage without a Difpenfati- 
on: As forthe Laws of God, even tuppofing the Degrees 
prohibited by Mofes, are Moral, not Ceremoniai, as moft 
Cafuifts believe, there can*t yet be found fo much asone 
fyllable relating to the matter either of one fide or t*ezher, 
that I could yet ever fee. Nor is there any thing more 
of it in the Gofpel. Indeed there's no Argument againft 
it, but what is oftentimes much ftronger, two inveterate 
prejudices there are, which render many people tender in 
this matter, The firft, that it being a controvertive 
point, and the World wide enough, betcer let fich 


his Confcience, i.e. his praétical Judgment fubmitted to 
God, and as he thinks direéted by him, he ought in this 
if he hasonly a fcru- 


t involves 
picudice ¢ 

and that a very popular one, againft the marriages of 
us 


they are frequently unhappy,— The fame Argu 
ows make ‘ue of agaioft alt 


ver A of Cafes in this matter larg 
enough to fo) an Indt 
peat ob taftancet al a b. 


Bil more eat Boteivatia than uch a1 ne adking 


and for that realon ate reckoned the greater sumbe 
Queft. §, ifit for a man baving buried b; 
10 marry ber own Sifter, the fit leaving Ifue bebind ber ? 


Anfm. The cafe is the fame if we tura it to a Sifter 
marrying two Brothers, and of that rapt ott saan ye 
inftance in the Conttoverfie of Queen Katherine and her 
twe Husbands, Prince Arthur and Heary the tb, a te 
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<< World vet faw. ‘Tis not am eafie matter to fay any 
ios on ae fabje@& which has not been already a 
fince it employed at that time almoft ali the learned - 
in The chiefeft of whofe nts, and whicl 
makes us refolve the Queftion in the Negative, 1s to this 
f. What's againft the moral Law, is undoubted- 
unlawful. This is plainly fuch, Levit. 12. 21. If man 

I take bis Brothers Wife, it is an unclean thing. ’Tis 
oral, becaule ’gis added, That for thefe things God abbor- 
ved the Canaanites, and caft them out, who cou’d be 
obliged, at leaft before the other was revealed, only by 
the Moral Law. 


4s for {fue or no IMfue, 1 fee not how that can any 
way alter the cafe: For whether or no Sponfion or Afh- 
ance without any thing fucceeding on the Ceremony but 
what conftitates the Effence of Marriage, none ever faid 
that Children were to be reckoned among things of that 
Nature. es 

Queft. 6. Whetber Inceft be malum in fe? 

Anjw. The higheft turt of Inceft, chat between imme- 
diate Superiors or Inferiors is undoubtedly fo, becaufe 
never difpenfed with by God upon any occafion that we 
e're read of. That between Equals may feem otherwite, 
becaufe in not a few Inftances permitted by him, yet in 
general aifo forbidden from the higheft Reafon, namely, 
the fecurity of Families, and p eventing thole Inconveni- 
encies which would otherwife unavoidably follow, and 
which may eafily be gueft. But after all, thus much 1S 
certain, though God may permit in fome Cafes fuch In- 
fraétions, no man on Earth muft ever pretend todo the 
fame. 

Queft. 7. Whether cbjeBive Goodnefs confifis in the agree- 
ment between the objelt and rational Nawre, and formal 
Goodne[s in the Conformity between the Alt and the Rule of 
Manners ? 

Queft. 8. wherber Philofopbical or Moral Sin be a bumane 
AR difagreeing from rssional Nature or right Reafon, and 
Theological or Mortal Sin a willing Fran{grefion of the Love of 
God ¢ 

Anjw, Were all the Gentlemen whom we are willing 
tu oblige by anfwering any of their reafonable Quefti- 
ons, as importunate as he who fent thefe two juft men- 
tioned, both the Bookfeller and Authors concerned in this 
Paper would have avery ill time on’t. He fecems very 
angry too, and talks of taking 4 Courfe if his defires were 
not {peed'ly fatishied.—*Tis hoped he means net a Courfe 
in Law, uniefs he’s refolved to fight with a Jobannes in 
Nubibus. All we think fic to advertife him in this matter 
is, That for our words fake and the Publick, his private 
defires. fhall be now fatisfied, and yet he’s ftill left at Li- 
berty toske bis Come as he thinks convenient. 

For the Queftions themfelves we meet with ’em both 
in the Hiftory of Europe for the Month of Decemb. i690. 
p- 159. and 160. as condemned by the Pope, the firft as 
Heretical, the la% as fcandalous and erroneous, though 
they fcem fo injur’d in the Tranflation, or by the Origi- 
nal Print, that it’s ahard matter to make fenfe of ’em, 
or‘ know what they drive at. ‘Buc without minding the 
Holy Fathers Thunder, we'll enquire into the firft.—In 
which, by ebjeBive Goodnefs, 1 fuppofe they mean the 
Goodnefs of the Objed, a fort of Metaphyfical and 
Tranicendeatal Goodnels ;¥ the Effence whereof I fee no 
abfurcity in placing in appetibility, conformity, or agree- 
ment; but this not only with rational Nature, but with 
fenfible too. By formal Goodnefs 1 fuppofe is meant 
here moral Goodnefs, implying a Conformity to a Law 

or Rule of Manners, which appears fo much the very 
Notion of the thing, unle(s the Terms are miftaken, that 
I fee not how it can be deny’d. 


For the 8:6, Queftion, —whetber Philofopbical or Moral 
fin be 4 Aad which difagrees from rational Na- 


: ical or Mortal Sin a wil- 
ling Tran‘greflion of the Love of God ; Law | fuppole it 
fhould be, for 1 know not what fenfe to make of Traaf/- 
ie Love; think the Term of Philofphical fin, for 
2 humane aft contrary to right Reafon, meaning I fup- 
pole in relation to Manners, is et ae enough, — And 
Tranfgreffion of Gods 


ture and right Reafon; Theolog 


that a more wilfull Law, when 
aftually premeditated, may without Wonfence be called 


Theological Sin, thongh it feems a very odd fort of Ex- 
prefhon. In this a aiffcalty, but the main 


ppears no 
Queftion ftill follows, which the Querift never takes 
notice of, and therefere it concerns not us to examinc ir, 
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I know not what the Proponents of this and fome other 
Queftions of like nature feut tous, can pretend to them- 
felves; "tis not to fatisfie the World, or the generality 
of rhofe to whole hands this willcome, nor the Proponents 
themfelves,who I queftion not but can aseafily refolve them 
as we: Wherefore we think fic for the future to defire 
the World to furbear impofing School-boys Tasks upon us, 
or fuch other Mathematica! Queftions, as are not worth 
our time, being more laborious than difficult to anfwer. 
If we receive any more of this Nature, we fhall referr 
‘em to fome Author that has already laid down parallel 
Rules ; bug if any thing is offered, for which no Rule has 
yet been given, we will endeavour to find a Canon for 
the Solution. ’ 


Adbertifements, 


oie His is to acquaint all thofe Querifts that have yer 
beard nothing from us, tbat we defign to anfwer, at 
the end of the Firft Volume, all the Queftions ( fit for a Re- 
{olution ) that bave been fent us by them andoshers, from the 
beginning of our Project to this prejent Saturday, ( being 
May 2d, ) we having now received Queftions enough to ful up 
the faid Volume, which as foon as printed, Publick Notice 
fhall be given, shat fo all Curious Inquirers may again fend 
in their New Queftions. ) 
*,* That nothing might be wanting to render Atheni 
ject ferwiceable te the Publick, and throughly Seome ae Ahi deain pie 
an Accvunt of what we defign'd from our very firtt engageing in it 
~————which was not only to confine our felves to Anfwer ali manner of 
Theological and other Queltions whatever that fail be fent usy fit fora 
Refolution, (which fibali ulfs be perform‘d from Week to Week either in 
fingle Numbers, or at the end ef every Volume, for the Reafons bint- 
ed in Numb, 2.) bit alfote give Accounts of moft Books tran{mitted 
to = from oy Boge in Order whereto we bave fettled 
@ Corres ence Sea bei i 
ae ie bear ting refolved to {pare no Charges to 
We defig,: clfo to infert the Tranfa@ions and Experi a 
ral Bnglith Virtuofo’s, and what ever elfe is CURIOUS thet oll be 
fent us from time to time , and to transcribe ( that fo we may the more 
fully make good our Title) fromthe A@ta Broditorum Lipfig, the 
Paris Jornal des Scavans, the Giornali de Letterati, Printed at 
Rome and the Univerfal H {torical Bibliotheque, doc, ail that we 
conceive will be lookt upon bere as valuable ALL wpbich we 
mel 7 one ( together with our Anfwers to Obje@ions \ at the end 
he. ot 2 _ they being Licenfed and Enter‘, and now Tranflating 
Dire@ your Letters to Mr, Smith's Coffce-boufe § *miark 
bit pray pay the Poftage, or they will not be sl ee ke 
fending till we give Publick Notice that we have anfwered al! thi fe 
Qye $d bave already received, 
3 Paper will be Publijbt ewery Tueflay and 
gt SH tn ay , - y Saturday, 
ok neg sl f it baving Obliged themfelves te be confhant te 
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